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made each five years. Subsequent changes and corrections are printed in the
Journal of the American Pharmaceutical Association. XVhenever necessary,
supplements are issued. The criterion for admission of a drug to the
National Formulary is its use, whereas criteria for the United States
Pharmacopeia are indispensibility, uniqueness, and proved worth. The con-
tents of the two books are mutually exclusive except when a drug which is
"official" in the United States Pharmacopeia may appear in the National
Formulary as a different salt, in a different dosage form, or as part of a
complex mixture.
A total of 162 items were dropped from the National Formulary in the
preparationofthisedition. Some of these deletions are monographs on drugs
which are now included in the United States Pharmacopeia. Most, however,
were dropped because of lack of use. Titles and standards for 155 drugs
without other recognition have been added. Formulae and standards for a
number of drugs not included in the recent revision of the Pharmacopeia
are continued.
In addition to the monographs on drugs, chemicals and preparations and
the information on history, regulations, revisions, deletions, admissions,
and changes, the National Formulary contains valuable sections on chemical
and physical tests useful in the clinic as well as in the laboratory.
The individuals responsible for this volume serve without stipend and are
indeed deserving of the appreciation of all who are concerned with the
preparation, prescription, and use of drugs.
JOSEPH M. WHITE
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This book is the report of the transactions of the third conference of this
group. At the first and second conferences previous progress in the field of
hypertension and vascular disease was evaluated. The third conference is
concerned with specific problems in hemodynamics, the original goal of the
group. The members have discussed the hemodynamics of venous, capillary,
renal circulation; the measurement of blood pressure by (1) capacitance
manometer and (2) differential impedance recorder; and the circulatory
factors in cardiovascular stress and hypertension.
In contrast with the previous conferences all speakers, except Dr.
Benjamin Zweifach, were guests of the group. These guests were: H. C.
Bazett, Louis N. Katz, Harold Lamport, F. Noble, W. C. Ballard, Jr.,
Eugene A. Stead, Andre Cournand, K. S. Grimson, and Seymour S. Kety.
In addition, several other guests were present and participated in the
discussion.
The informal nature of the conference groups has been maintained, and
many valuable remarks from the floor have been presented. The papers
cover in detail much of the work of the speakers, and will be invaluable to
readers doing advanced research on cardiovascular diseases and hemo-
dynamics. However, there is also included a great deal of subject matter
which will enlighten and interest the reader who has only an acquaintance
with the cardiovascular system.
J. F. S.